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	General State-specific Information

	Overview

	· History: The Wyoming Board of Pharmacy provided leadership and initiative to draft legislation, obtain legislator sponsorship, and meet with stakeholders that led to the eventual passage of prescription monitoring legislation in 2003. Subsequently, the Board of Pharmacy successfully applied for grant funding and began operating a prescription monitoring program in July 2004.  The start-up strategy included an awareness raising tour of the state targeting physicians and pharmacists that explained the goals of the PMP and sought to build support among the medical community. 
· Goal: The Wyoming PMP has two goals: (1) to provide a tool to assist practitioners and pharmacists in optimizing drug therapy for patients receiving controlled substances, and (2) to assist in the investigation of fraudulent prescriptions, multi practitioner/multi pharmacies shoppers, and other investigative involving  practitioners/pharmacies.
· State Monitoring Authority: Board of Pharmacy has statutory authority for the program (WS 35-7-1060, The Wyoming Controlled Substance Act)
· Drugs Monitored: Schedules II, III, IV


	Purpose of Wyoming PMP/ Key Functions

	The purpose of the Wyoming PMP is to provide practitioners with  additional patient management tools. These tools can be utilized to stimulate increased dialogue between physicians and pharmacists on issues concerning patient well being and safety.


	Operational Details of the Wyoming PMP

	Data Collection 

	Pharmacies licensed in the State of Wyoming to dispense Schedule II-IV controlled substances must use software that allows transmission of required information to Atlantic Associates on a monthly basis, no later than the 10th of the month following the month being reported. Data is transmitted via a CD in text format and managed in Microsoft Access.  The system uses pre-determined queries to access information from the database. This feature enables the Board to generate unsolicited profiles such as, reports on  patients using multiple doctors and pharmacies.
If a patient continues to appear in monthly queries, a referral will be made to either DEA or local law enforcement.  The Board of Pharmacy is required to release information to law enforcement or licensing boards if the Board suspects illegal or fraudulent activities.



	Access to Monitored Data and Confidentiality

	Practitioners and pharmacists may request profiles on any patient for whom they have a current practitioner/patient or pharmacist/patient relationship.  The patient profile is a tool that can assist the practitioner to make appropriate clinical decisions and address individual patient needs and concerns. 

Board Of Pharmacy has authorized designated staff to gain access to the data via a specific computer. 
Law enforcement and licensing boards can request information only if an investigation number and description of why they need the data is provided.  Law enforcement requests are approved if fraudulent or illegal activities are suspected.

Patients may access their personal data if the request is made in person and provide proof of identity.


	

	The authorizing legislation does not mandate education about prescription monitoring and/or medical issues.  However, prior to implementation, practitioners and pharmacists were offered opportunities to participate in education sessions about the PMP.   The Board of Pharmacy responds to invitations to present the PMP program from groups such as medical society meetings and other organizations. Updates and statistics about the program are available on their website. In addition, PMP information is distributed to all new doctors issued a license to practice medicine in Wyoming.
To date, the Wyoming PMP has not received any requests for addiction related information   or resources.


	Access to Addiction Treatment

	Currently, the Wyoming PMP does not have a formal relationship with the state addictions treatment system.



